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Montenegro, a burgeoning EU candidate country situated in the Western Balkans, is making significant
strides in developing its academic and research sectors. Despite its size, this small nation with a
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population of 633,158 (2023) has ambitious goals to foster a robust science, technology, and innovation
(ST&I) environment, vital for its economic transformation and integration into the European Research
Area (ERA}.

In this 2nd EURAXESS ASEAN Quarterly Newsletter (July 2024), we focus on the EURAXESS Country
Montenegro and provide key information about its higher education landscape, research environment,
research priorities and innovation strategies, legislative and policy frameworks, as well as initiatives
in international cooperation.

Read the Montenegro Country Profile here,

Hot Topic

When the European Commission launched its current research and innovation (R&I) framework
programme - Horizon Europe (2021-2027) - much was made of a novel feature, called “missions”,
aimed at tackling some of society’s greatest challenges. The Horizon Missions were inspired by the
United States’ now famous 1960s ‘moonshot’ Apollo space programme which NASA today calls a

“dramatic and ambitious goal [involving] enormous human efforts and expenditures to make {it] a
reality by 1969”.

Combining R&I with new forms of governance, citizen engagement and collaboration, the European
Commission named five societal challenges to be tackled through its own series of moonshot missions:






Mission CLIMATE: prepare Europe for adapting to climate change; create 150 climate-resilient regions

and communities; read more...

Mission CITIES: 100+ model cities (living labs); turn all cities in Europe climate-neutral by 2050;
read more...

Mission SOIL: contribute to the objective of 75% healthy soils in Europe; support 100 demonstration
cases; read more...

Mission WATERS: clean oceans, seas and waters from pollution; restore eco-systems; foster a C02
neutral blue economy; read more...

Mission CANCER: save the lives of more than three million people, improve expectancy and quality of
life; read more...

The missions aimed to deliver concrete results using innovative,
representative, sustainable and people-centred approaches
guided by appointed experts assembled into dedicated Mission
Boards. Anyone with an interest in a brighter future is was
encouraged to get involved, including scientists, entrepreneurs,
citizen groups, schools, etc. And each Mission was given a specific
timeframe and budget - depending on the complexity and size of
the challenge.

This article gives an overview of the Missions’ overall progress at what is just past the midway point of
the seven-year Horizon Europe programme. As a start, let’s delve into the main (direct) health-related
challenge, Mission CANCER here.

News on Horizon Europe:

Policies, Events & Opportunities






European Research Council
Estanlished by the European Commission

The ERC Work Programme 2025 has been adopted,
Download hera,

Falling Walls Lab is coming to Southeast Asia. Falling Walls Lab is a global interdisciplinary pitch
competition for students, early-career professionals and young researchers. It is organised by the
Falling Walls Foundation in collaboration with a network of international partners. EURAXESS ASEAN
is happy to promote and support the events among its young researcher community.

All it takes is 3 minutes...
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EU-Vietnam
Research & Innovation
Community Meeting

EURAXESS ASEAN: Recent Activities

In partnership with the EU Delegation to Vietnam and the
Ministry of Science and Technology {MOST) Vietnam, EURAXESS
ASEAN organised the EU-Vietnam Research & Innovation
Community Meeting on 21 May 2024. Over 200 policy makers,
business representatives, researchers, academics, and scientists
from various disciplines joined the event, which coincided with
the Vietnam National Day for Science and Technology. Read more
about the programme and outcomes of the event here.

In May 2024, Indonesia and Australia co-hosted the Clean Energy
Ministerial (CEM) Senior Officials' Meeting and the Mission
Innovation (MI) Annual Gathering in Bali, Indonesia. On this
occasion, EURAXESS ASEAN organised the “EU-Indonesia Synergy
Meetup on Clean Hydrogen and Sustainable Cities” on 14 May
2024 in collaboration with Udayana University, Denpasar
Campus, Bali. Ms Rosalinde van der Vlies, Director, Clean Planet
Directorate, Directorate-General for Research and Innovation,
European Commission, delivered the Opening Remarks.
Read more...






In collaboration with Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) in Kuala
Lumpur, EURAXESS ASEAN organised the “EU-Malaysia Research
and Innovation Meeting” on 25 June 2024. Close to 150
researchers - mostly Faculty Members holding a Doctoral Degree
- attended the information and networking event, which also
included a panel discussion with Horizon Europe beneficiaries

from UPM. Read more...

As part of our mission to Malaysia, the EURAXESS ASEAN team
also visited Universiti Malaya (UM) and representatives of the
leadership team from the Research Centre, Faculty of Medicine, as
well as organised a EURAXESS ASEAN Roadshow briefing in
collaboration with Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM). Read
more about Malaysia’s participation in Horizon Europe in our
ASEAN Country Profiles here.

Following the 2024 Open Call for MSCA-PF, EURAXESS ASEAN organised an information webinar on
the MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowship programme on 30 May 2024. Expert speaker was Ms Eugenia
Shadlova, French National Contact Point for Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions.

We also invited interested researchers for a targeted MSCA PF Matchmaking session and webinar on
19 June 2024, in collaboration with the South East Technological University (SETU) in Ireland. Expert
speaker was Dr Geraldine Canny, Head of Research at SETU and former MSCA NCP for Ireland. Watch
the webinar recordings here:
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