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Explanatory Note for the 2024 Call for Nominations

A. Background

Since 2000, there has been real progress made in advancing girls’ and women's access to education at
all levels. But far too many girls face persistent barriers to their education, particularly those in
emergencies and in conflict-affected and fragile states.

Girls face particular challenges that prevent them from reaching their full potential, even when they
have access to education. These include inadequate sanitation facilities, gender-based violence in and
around school, child marriage, and gender norms and discrimination inside and outside of the
classroom, Women make up two-thirds of the world's illiterate aduits.

Educating a girl is one of the best investments her family, community, and country can make. Educated
girls are more likely to be healthier, better paid in the workplace, and more empowered to participate
in social, economic, civic and political affairs. This transformative effect contributes to a better world
for us all.

The UNESCO Prize for Girls’ and Women's Education rewards outstanding practices of individuals,
institutions, non-governmental organizations and other entities advancing girls’ and women’s
education. Established by the Executive Board of UNESCO at its 197" session and faunched in 2016
with support from the government of the People’s Republic of China, the Prize awards two laureates
US$ 50,000 each to continue their work. The Prize contributes to two Sustainable Development Goals:
“Ensure inclusive and equitable guality education and promate lifelong learning opportunities for all”
{Goal 4) and “Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls” (Goal 5).

Nominations

Nominations can be made by Governments of UNESCO Member States via their Permanent
Delegations to UNESCO, and Non-Governmental Organizations {NGQs) in official partnership with
UNESCO. Nominations must focus on an established project or programme designed to advance girls’
and women's education. Each Permanent Delegation or NGO can make up to three nominations for
any edition of the Prize. Self-nominations are not accepted. See submission procedure below.
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Explanatory Note

B. Selection Criteria

The two Prize laureates will be selected by UNESCO's Director-General on the basis of
recommendations made by the Prize’s independent International Jury which is made up of five
experts in the field of girls’ and women’s education, representing all geographical regions.

The nominations will only be considered if the project/programme:

« has a clear focus on advancing girls’ and women’s education, the promotion of gender equality
in and through education, and contributes to one or more of the five priority areas of the Prize:
1. Participation: Supporting gitls to transition from primary education to lower-secondary
education and to complete full basic education
2. Literacy: Supporting adolescent girls and young women to acquire literacy skills
3. Environment: Supporting the creation of a gender-responsive and safe teaching-learning
environment ‘
4. Teachers: Engaging teachers to be change agents with gender-responsive teaching
attitudes and practices
5. Skills: Supporting girls and women to acquire knowledge/skills for life and work
« has already been running for at least two years at the time of nomination (for example a
project nominated in 2024 must have been active since May 2022);
e shows evidence that it may be replicable, scalable and/or provide significant learning potential
for initiatives in other contexts.

Once it has passed the basic eligibility requirements, the project/ programme of the candidate will be
assessed by the jury based on the following three criteria:

1. impact

The project/programme’s impact should be qualitatively and/or quantitatively measureable and
deliver tangible results relative to the invested resources. This can include demonstrable changes in:

« attitudes, beliefs and practices in favour of girls’ and women’s education.
e girls’ educational participation, attendance, completion and learning outcomes; and/or
» removing barriers to gitls’ and women’s education, such as gender bias and stereotypes.

2. Innovation

The project/programme stimulates, and/or draws on, innovative approaches advancing girls’ and
women’s education. This includes new ways of working where “business as usual” has failed, and
transformative “out-of-the-box” thinking and actions. The project/programme can demonstrate
innovation in terms of:

o the themes covered;

e the methodology employed;

» the channels used to create change for girls’ and women’s education;

» the specific knowledge mobilized about gender-related aspects of girls' and women's
education in order to elaborate innovative solutions; and/or

« other aspects, such as tools and products advancing girls’ and women's education.
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3. Sustainability

The project/programme has taken steps, ideally from its design or implementation phases, to ensure
it will have a lasting impact on girls’ and women's education beyond the project lifecycle. This may
include efforts to ensure the:

-

(2)

continuation of local action in favour of girls’ and women'’s education;

institutionalization of approaches, tools and products, to advance girls’ and women'’s
education;

sustainable ways to ensure stakeholders’ mobilization; and/or

generation of further initiatives to advance girls’ and women’s education as a result of the
project/programme,

Submission Procedure

Nominations must be submitted online in English or French by a nominating entity
(Permanent Delegation to UNESCO of the concerned Member State, or by an NGO in official
partnership with UNESCOJ.

permanent Delegations to UNESCO may access the online submissions platform through
their official UNESCO account using the following link: http://unesco.org/gwe.

It is possible for National Commissions for UNESCO to also access and complete the online
form using their official UNESCO email account. However, any nomination by a National
Commission will need to be reviewed and submitted by the Permanent Delegation to
UNESCO of the respective Member State.

NGOs in official partnership with UNESCO can request access to the platform by contacting
the Secretariat at GWEPrize@unesco.org.

If a nominating entity wishes that the candidate complete the online nomination form
directly, UNESCO can create an account for each candidate. A request should be sent to
GWEPrize@unesco.ors before 22 May 2024, After completion of the online form by the
candidate, the nominating entity will be required to review and validate it.

Attention should be paid to presenting the project/programme of the candidate in a clear
and structured way, following the instructions given in the form and respecting the indicated
character limits. All supporting material (e.g. action plans, publications, videos) must be
attached and transmitted electronically through the online system,

Nominations must be submitted and validated via the online platform by the concerned
Permanent Delegations to UNESCO or NGO in official partnership with UNESCO by midnight,
24 May 2024 (UTC+1, Paris time). Kindly note that each Permanent Delegation or NGO may
not submit more than three nominations. Any additional nominations will not be taken into
consideration.

For any question regarding the UNESCO Prize for Girls’ and Women's Education or the submission
process, please contact the Secretariat of the Prize at the Section of Education for Inclusion and
Gender Equality at GWEPrize@unesco.org.

(58}
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Nomination Form / Formulaire de Candidature

Note: The following form is for information purposes only. The nomination form must be
completed online in English or French via a platform accessible through the UNESCO
website at: http://unesco.org/gwe. Submissions using the paper version will not be

accepted.

MNote: Ce formulaire n'est fourni qu'a titre d'information. Toutes les candidatures doivent
Stre soumises exclusivement en ligne en anglais ou en francais via une plate-forme
accessible sur http://unesco.org/gwe. Les soumissions sur papier ne seront pas accepiges,

| CANDIDATE / CANDIDAT

Type of candidate
Type de candidat

[ ] organization / Organisation

[ ] Individual / individu

Name of the candidate *
Mom du candidat 7
Type of organization
Tyne d'organisation

[ ] Government / Gouvernement

D International organization / Organisation internationale
[ civil society organization / Organisation de la seclété civile

D Private sector or business / Secteur privé ou orgonisation
commerciale

[ ] Media / améciias

[] Academic or research institution / fnstitution
denseignement supdrieur ou de recherche

[ ] Education institution / institution o'éducation

[ ] other/ Autre: Specify / Préciser

Name of the contact person

Personne ¢ contacter

Title of the person

Fonction de fa personne

E-mail *

Telephone number

Numéro de téléphone

Mobile phone number

Numéro de téldphone
portable

Postal address of candidate

Adresse pastale du candidat
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Candidate’s country *

Pays du condidat

Description of the candidate* | Please provide a summary description of 1,000 characters
Description du candidat maximum. / Veuillez inclure un descriptif sommaire en 1 000
caractéres maximum.

Affiliations™® Please indicate any affiliations to other organizations or
institutions (for example, a country office of a larger
organization). / Veuillez indiquer toute affiliation & d’autres
organisations ou institutions (par exemple, un bureau national
d'une plus grande organization).

Website
Site infernet

PROJECT/ PROJET

Name of the project / ﬁa ,ﬁ?‘méf *

Project website

Site internet du ps"ajat

Abstract/ } i3 iéﬁ*iﬁ .

How has your project advanced gzrls and women’s educatlon? Explain its objectives,
methodology and key results in maximum 1,000 characters. / Comment votre projet a-t-il
promu I'éducation des filles et des femmes ? Expliquez son objectif, sa méthodologie et les
résultats clefs en 1 000 caractéres maximum.

Spec:f:c contribution to the advancement of glrls and women s education*
wngmim 439& Faue i Mﬁmufmﬁ {‘fﬁ Podieation ﬁp ;gf’i' cordes ﬁzmmea

D Participation: Supporting girls to transition from primary education to lower secondary
education and to complete full basic education

Participation : Aider les filles dans la transition du primaire au secondaire ainsi gue ¢ dans
Vaccomplissement d'un cycle complet d’éducation de base

D Literacy: Supporting adolescent girls and young women to acquire literacy skills
Alphabétisation : Aider jes adolescentes et les jeunes femmes & acquéiir des compétences
d'alphabétisation

D Environment: Supporting the creation of a gender-responsive and safe teaching-learning
environment
Environnement : Appuyer Uinstauration d'un environnement d'apprentissage et
denseignement sir et fenant compte du genre

D Teachers: Engaging teachers to be change agents with gender-responsive teaching attitudes
and practices




Expianatory Mote

Enseignants ; Encourager les enseignants & éire vecteurs de changement avec des attitudes
et des protigues pédagogiques tenant compte du genre

D Skills: Supporting girls and women to acquire knowledge/skills for fife and work
Compétences : Aider les filles et les femmes o acquérir des conpaissenc es/compétences pour
{a vie et le travail

Project duratlon / Durée et projet’ *

Indicate start and expected end date. Please note that only projects havmg been running for at
ieast TWO years will be considered. / Indlquez la date de debut et la date de fin prévue, Notez
que seuls les projets opérationnels depuis au moins DEUX ans seront pris en cons:deratlon

Target group(s) for the pro;ect / r:%rmzws i;i?fﬁs gzsz fﬁ ;}fﬁf

t

D Governments (nattonal/sub -national/local) / Autorités (ﬂarzonaies/reg;ona!ﬁs/}aca 5}

D Intergovernmental organizations / Crganisations intergouvernementales
[ ] civil society organizations / Organisations de la societeé civile

[:] Private sector or business / Sectewr privé ou organisations commerdiales
[} Media / mgdias

[ ] Academia or research institutions / institutions d'easeignement supérieur ou de recherche
D Education institutions / lnstitutions d’éducation

(] educators / Educatetrs

[:I Parents or caregivers / Parents ou jc::dfens

[ Girls / Filtes

[]women / Femmes

D Boys / Gargons

[ ] Men [ Hommes

[ ] other / Autres Specify/ Préciser

Geographlcal coverage / {‘zz:z N‘;»,‘ ren é«:; phigue ‘

D International / mref‘nat;omie
D Regional / Régionale

[] National / Nationale

[ sub-national / ous-nationale
[j Local / tocale

Covered countries / Pays couverts*

Number of beneﬂmanes to date/ f?amgre g2 ﬁ?ﬁ@jfﬂfiﬁ’&w gs »:‘7 br é&m *

e

indicate the number of beneficiaries to date. If the project targets multiple age groups, please
provide age-disaggregated data. If the project includes interventions that also engage men
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and/or boys, please provide sex-disaggregated data. / Indiquez le nombre de bénéficiaires ace
jour. Si le projet cible plusiers groupes d'dges, veuillez founir des donndes ventilées par tranche
d'dge. Si le projet comprend des interventions avec l'engagement des hommes et/ou des
garcons, veuillez fournir des données ventilées par sexe.

indicate the funding source(s) {current and planned). / Expliquez la ou les source(s) de
financement {actuelle(s) et prévue(s)).

Annual pro;ect budget / &g e f:rw;fsi z:ﬁ’ﬂ ;‘;*my_«z .

Please indicate 2023 costs in USD/ Précisez le montant pour 2023 en USD.

Number of staff/ Effac}:sz .

Specify the number of staff mvolved inthe pro;ect in 2023 (part-t;me or full time)."/ Effect;fs du
personnel participant au projet en 2023 (a.temps partiel ou a.temps plein).

W

Achlevements ancf lmpact / fiam;gifsgw,mri o »*m;?mf‘ .

Please descnbe the major achievements and lmpact of the prOJect on gnris and women’s
education, using concrete information such as feedback from participants, project scale up and
expansion or number of site visits to the project website. Please also briefly outline key findings
of your monitoring and evaluation exercises, noting how data is collected and disaggregated as
well as examples of indicators used in maximum 2000 characters/ Expliquez les réalisations
majeurs et I'impact du projet sur 'éducation des filles et des femmes a laide d’informations de
concrétes tels que les commentaires des participants, la mise a I'échelle et I'élargissement du
projet ou le nombre de consultations du site Web du projet. Veuillez également décrire
briévement les principales conclusions de vos exercices de suivi et d'évaluation, en indiquant
comment les données sont collectées et ventilées, ainsi que des exemples d'indicateurs utilisés
dans un maximum de 2000 caroctéres.

[nnovation / lovoveiions *

Piease explain how the project innovative in terms of themes, methods, channels used, or how
it is generating gender-specific knowledge, tools and products to advance girls' and women's
education, in maximum 900 characters. / Précisez en quoi le projet est novateur en termes de
thémes, méthodes, canaux utilisés ou comment il génére des connaissances, des outils et des
produits spécifiques au genre, pour faire progresser ['éducation des filles et des femmes, en 900
caractéres maximum.

Sustainability / Durobifité *

Please explain what measures the project is taking to ensure it is sustainable {e.g. addressing
institutionalisation, stakeholder engagement, capacity-development] to achieve a lasting
impact on girls' and women's education, in maximum 900 characters. / Precisez les mesures
prises par le projet pour assurer sa durabilité (par exemple, institutionnalisation, engagement
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des parties prenantes, développement des capacités) afin d'avoir un impact durable sur
I'éducation des filles et des femmes, en 900 caractéres maximum.

Outline the future strategy of your project / Décriver lo future stiatégle du projet

Describe the follow-up pian of the project, indicating information such as scale-up strategy,
target groups, duration and budget, in maximum 900 characters. / Décrivez le plan de suivi du
projet, en donnant des informations telles que la stratégie de passage a grande échelle, les
groupes cibles, la durée et le budget, en 900 caractéres maximum.

,;Use of Pnze money/ Uﬁf’ tinn de fo ?éwmg@mé du ?f§.&;*

indicate how the US $50,000 Prize money would assist in the achievement of this strategy / V
Ind:quez comment le Prix de 50 000 dollars des Etats-Unis contribuerait a la réalisation de cette
Stratégie.

SUPPORTING MATERIALS (e.g action plans, pubhcatlons wdeas webs:tes evaluat:ons
reviews or other documents outlining results and rmpact) . ~ .
:ﬁa’.}’f UMENTS ﬁ’é?%} fpar ex. p‘?um ‘action, wz:ﬁ' catiohs mdze% :ers ;m& sffﬂz; em:‘%ﬁ
bilbnsoue ﬁmm documents décrivant les résubots ot b Impact) . -
Provide up to 10 links, with a brief description. To upload documents that are not available
online, please use the “Attach” function on the left corner above. / Donnez jusqu'a 10 liens
pertinents, avec un bref descriptif. Pour télécharger des documents d'appui non disponibles en
ligne, utilisez la fonction “Attacher” du coin supérieur gauche.

1.

2
3
4
5
6.
7
8
9

10.

Please upload the Word/PDF version of this nomination form, if available. / Veuillez télécharger
la version Word/PDF de ce formulaire de nomination, si disponible.

PERMISSION / PERMISSION

The candidate and the nominator agree that, even if the nominated project is not selected as
one of the two Prize laureates, a project summary and any photos provided via this form can be

published on the UNESCO website as good practices on girls” and women’s education. / Le

candidat et Vauteur de la soumission acceptent, méme si le projet nommé ne figure pas parmi
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les deux lauréats sélectionnés, qu’un semmaire du projet et toutes les photos jointes a ce
formulaire puissent étre publiés sur le site web de 'UNESCO afin d’illustrer les bonnes pratiques

dans le domaine de I'éducation des filles et des femmes.

[ ]ves/ oui
[_INo/ Non

- SUBMISSION / SOUMISSION

,‘Form completed by / Formulalre remph par* .

[:] Permanent Delegation / De/egatlon permanente

D NGO in official partnership with UNESCO / ONG en partenariat officiel avec 'UNESCO
D National Commission / Commission nationale

[] candidate / Candidat

Countrv /Pays

[List of Member States in Enghsh / Llste deroulante des Etats membres de I’UNESCO en fran;als]

kTransm:t to the National Commlssnon for vahdatlon / Transmettre a ia Cammtss:on nattanale
pour valzdattan ' ~ ~ ; ;

,Transmlt to the Permanent Delegatxon for submlssmn / Transmettre a la delegatlon
,permanente pour soumlssmn ~ ~ - -

NOMINAT!NG ENTETY / L’AUTEUR DE LA SOUMESSION

Member State / Etat membre

[List of Member States in Enghsh / Liste deroulante des Etats membres de I’UNESCO en franga/s]

Non- governmenta! orgamzat:on (NGO)/ Nom de I’ONG

[List of NGOs in official partnership wzth UNESCO in English / Llste deroulante des orgamsatlons
non-gouvernementales (ONG) partenaires officiels de 'UNESCO]

Name of submitting person / Nom de l'auteur de la soumission *

Function / Fonction

E-mail *

Telephone / Téléphone

Supportmg statement by the nommatmg enttty / Deciaratlon d apput de I auteur de Ia
soumissmn* ~ , ,

Please complete the foHowmg sentence, in maximum 300 characters ”The candldate deserves
to receive the UNESCO Prize for Girls” and Women's Education because...” Merci de compléter la
phrase suivante, en 300 caractéres maximum: « Le candidat mérite de recevoir le Prix UNESCO
pour I'éducation des filles et des femmes parce que...»

EO/EM/IGES2023/01 Rov2
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United Nations |
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization | STATUTES OF THE UNESCO PRIZE FOR GIRLS’ AND WOMEN'S
: EDUCATION
(210 EX/M6.1I1 — December 2020}

Article 1— Purpose

1.1 The purpose of the 'UNESCO Prize for Girls' and Women’s Education’ is to reward the
outstanding efforts of individuals, institutions, organizations or other entities engaged in
activities promoting girls' and women’s Education. The Prize would contribute to two
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): “Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all” (Goal 4) and “Achieve gender equality and
empower all women and girls” (Goal 5). The Prize would reward in particular activities that are
innovative and/or have far-reaching sustainable impact.

1.2 The objective of the Prize is in conformity with UNESCO’s policies and is related to the
Programme of the Organization in the field of Education. The Prize is considered to be of high
relevance to the programme of UNESCO and would directly contribute to three Strategic
Objectives related to Major Programme | of UNESCO’s Medium-term Strategy 2014-2021
(37Ci4), those of the second ‘UNESCO Priority Gender Equality Action Plan 2014-2027
(GEAP il) and UNESCO Strategy for Gender Equality in and through Education (2019-2025).

Article 2 — Designation, amount and periodicity of the Prize

2.1 The Prize shall remain entitled ‘UNESCO Prize for Girls’ and Women's education’ for the
duration of the second cycle.

2.2 The Prize shall be funded by the Government of the People’s Republic of China and shall
consist of US $200,000 per year for five-year period (2021-2025), which shall cover both the
monetary value of the Prize and the costs of administering the Prize. Any interest that may
accrue shall be added to the overall contribution.

2.3 All funds received and the interest accrued thereon shall be kept in a special interest-bearing
account for the Prize (see financial regulations in Annex II).

2.4 The full staff cost will be borne by the People’s Republic of China. Additional operating/
management cost of the Prize, including all costs related to the award ceremony and public
information activities, estimated at $100,000, shall aiso be fully covered by the People’s
Republic of China. The Director-General will determine a mandatory overhead cost amount to
be applied and charged against the funds in the special account, which is to be established
under the financial regulations for the Prize.

2.5 The Prize shall be awarded annually, over five years, starting from its 2021 edition. The Prize
amount will be equally divided between two winners (US $ 50,000 for each).

2.6 Prize money is granted with the expectation that it be used to directly further the work of the
recognized project of the individual or organization. '



Article 3 - Qualifications of candidates

Candidates shall have made outstanding innovation in and significant contributions to supporting
and/or promoting girls' and women's education. Prizes may be conferred upon individuals,
institutions, other entities or non-governmental organizations that have effectively promoted the
advancement of girls’ and women’s education.

Article 4 — Designation/Selection of the prize winners

The prize winners shali be selected by the Director-Generai of UNESCO on the basis of the
assessments and recommendations made to himv/her by a jury.

Article 5 — Jury

5.1 The Jury shall consist of five independent members, being personalities with a recognized
reputation in the field, while also taking into consideration the need for equitable geographical
distribution, gender balance in the composition of the jury and the principle of non-payment of
honoraria.

5.2 The Jury shall be appointed by the Director-General for an initial two-year period, with the
possibility of renewatl for the remainder of the five-year period of the Prize. Representatives and
alternates of Members of the Executive Board cannot be appointed as jurors. Jurors involved in
a real or potential conflict of interest shall recuse themselves from further deliberations or be
asked by the Director-General to do so. The Director-General may replace members of the jury
for reason.

5.3 The Jury shall elect its own chair and deputy chair. Members shall receive no remuneration for
their work, but will receive aliowances for travel and accommodation, where required. A
quorum of three jurors present will be required for jury deliberations to proceed. The working
languages for deliberations of the jury shall be English and French.

5.4 The Jury shall conduct its business and deliberations in conformity with these Statutes and
shall be assisted in the performance of its task by a member of the UNESCO Secretariat
designated by the Director-General. Decisions shall be taken by consensus to the extent
possible, and otherwise by secret ballot until a simple majority is obtained. A member shall not
take part in a vote concerning a nomination from his or her country.

5.5 The Jury shall meet once every year.

5.6 The Jury shall send an assessment of nominations and accompanying recommendations to the
Director-General of UNESCO no later than ... [dates to be decided by the Director-General].

Article 6 — Nomination of candidates

6.1 When UNESCO has received the funding of the prize, as indicated in Article 2 above, the
Director-General of UNESCO shall officially invite the submission of nominations to the
Secretariat of the Prize by 30 May, from the governments of Member States, in consulation
with their National Commissions, as well as from non-governmentail crganizations maintaining
official partnerships with the Organization and active in relevant fields covered by the Prize.

6.2 Nominations shall be submitted to the Director-General by the governments of Member States,
in consultation with their National Commissions, and by non-governmental organizations
maintaining official partnerships with UNESCO. A self-nomination cannot be considerad.



8.3 All nominations must be submitted via an online platform made available for this purpose by
the UNESCO Secretariat. All nomination shall be accompanied by a recommendation in the
form of a formal validation of the nomination form submitted via the online piatform from the
nominating Member State or NGO in official partnership with UNESCO in order to be
considered complete and eligible.

Article 7 — Procedure for the awarding of the Prize

7.1 The Prize shall be awarded by the Director-General at an official ceremony held for that
purpose at UNESCO Headquarters or elsewhere, as agreed with the donor. UNESCO shall
officially announce the names of the prize winners.

7.21f a work being rewarded has been produced by two or three persons, the Prize shall be
awarded to them jointly. In no case may a prize amount be divided between more than three
persons.

7.3 The prize winners, if possible, shall give a lecture on a subject relevant to the work for which
the Prize has been awarded. Such a lecture shall be organized during or in connection with the
Prize ceremony.

7.4 The work produced by a person since deceased shall not be considered for the Prize. 1f,
however, a prize winner dies before he/she has received the Prize, then the Prize may be
presented posthumously (awarded to relatives or institutions).

7.5 Should a prize winner decline the Prize, the jury shall submit a new proposal to the Director-
General.

Article 8 — Sunset clause —~ mandatory renewal of the Prize

8.1 Six months prior to the agreed end of the term of the Prize (five years), the Director-General of
UNESCO together with the donor will undertake a review of all aspects of the Prize and decide
about its continuation or termination. The Director-Generai will inform the Executive Board of
UNESCO about the results of this review.

8.2 in case of termination of the Prize, any unspent balance of funds shall be returned to the

donor(s) unless otherwise agreed, in accordance with the Financial Regulations of the Special
Account for the Prize.

Article 9 — Appeals

No appeals shall be allowed against the decision of UNESCO with regard to the award of the Prize.

Proposals received for the award of the Prize may not be divulged.

Article 10 — Amendments to the Statutes of the Prize

Any amendment to the present Statutes shall be submitted to the Executive Board for approval.
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